MEW ZEALAND WINEMAKERS

TEXT BObE CAMPRELL MW

HEROES

[f you thought you knew all the best names in New Zealand wine, think again.
NZ editor Bob Campbell MW unearths the quiet achievers who are being
tipped as the new guard of winemakers we’ll be talking about in 2009,
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NEW ZEALAND WINEMAKERS

007 wimtage, although in the intervening
wear it onky rated high slver

Creners Roger and fean Gibson have lived
in the Lowbarm Valley for 15 years. They
began selling wing through their online wine
;'rmp m,nugm-’inrmm before becoming
winemakers. They are asadsted by Carol Burn,
who is 8 confract winemaker with Yinpra,
R can Buy ofe DR ond 2007 vindager vl
wivew bowbnernfermyoo. nr for NASIEGS,

Waipara
GREYSTONE WINES
Accountants have o reputstion for cuiting
costs 1o the bone - a practice thai dossn'i
tend 1o make the besi wine. Greystone
foundes, ormer chartered accountant Bruce
Thoamus, i mof yowr average sccouniant. In
fact, he boaks more [tke a Spitfire pikod than a
number-cruncher. Thomas punchased o
hillsade farm in Waipara and, after carcfally
mapplng ts sodls, aspects and altitude,
planted muvignon blans, rieding, pinol grs,
chardonnay, pinot noir and syrah on areas of
the winevard that best suried each varsety. |
remakn seepiical aboud the syrah, which 1ve
rod yei tasted, because it demmands more heat
thadi | pefieye YWikipara GExvers, DUl Ene ress 44
Crevsione’s wines are excellent
By a wtroke of genbas, Thomas emphoyed
former Penfolds viticulturist Nick Gill who
managed mosd of the vinevards supplying
Grange. Kiwl winemaker Dominic Maxwell
i equally inspiring. Forty hectares of vine-
yards, with more (o come, means Greysions
Wines should be relstively casy to find.

Nelson

REDOLUET HILL

Danlel Jackson left the security aof the IT
industry fo try his hand & winemaking in
Melion's Motscks Valley, an untapped area.
Redowbt Hill |s Mew Zealand's only vineyard
planted in granite. To be more precise it is
called Separation Point granite and is the
coittry's oldest rock structure. Thenkfully
for Jackson, the granite westhers readily,

allowing the vines to be planted with a shovel
rather than dynamiiz.
HRedoubt Hill's first theee wines, all from

the 2008 vintage, are sawvignan blang, pinot
gris and riesling. They are striking and
distinetlve dropy with gentle fruit flvoun
showing impresiive purity and depth. Only
five to six heciares of vimes wre planted w0
droreter ovnt dv eetircrrey v o feral TR A 8
sptciilative chodce,

BLACKENBROOE

Blackenbrook is sriall {four hectares of vines)
and mew (firdl wine from J0D4), so afs
hardly surprming it's ligtle known outikde
Melson. Swisi owners Duniel and Lisula
Schwarsenbach have the meticubous approach
) 'n'inrrnak.ir:ﬁ for which their Oy
are famous, while Daniel has some seriows
winemaking expersence under his bell. He
has worked for top producers in Ausiria,
Germany, Switserland and France, and has
r.p,lgni wine ai ommipetitions in Sk landl,
France, Cermarry and China,

Blackenbrook makes o decent pinat noir
and an even belter monicpulclano. s greates)
51.:-11|.|;:hu are pinot gris, riesking, suvignon
" biang, gewurmranunzr ado thafaonnay = not

necessarily in that order. Quality has crepi up
im recend vears to an impressive peak m 27
and T00&. If it continges, Blathenbrook ks &
very bright future

Marlborough

TERRAVIN

it difflcult pot 1o be cought up in the
enihusiazm of Mike Eaton, owner of this
srnall, classy wine produces. Eaton loves hill-
wide ..'im:urd:. Hi planted Clayvin vineyard.
which i the source of Fromims best wines,
arstd was Marlborough's first hillside vineyand
af wny size. Afler selling Clayvin to Fromm.
Eatan planied vines on his current hillssde
stz amd establighed the TermaVin labal. He
also uses grower grapes but maintains his
high standards by paying on a per-hoclame
basis and taking full controd of the vineyand.

GOURMET THAVELLER WiINE

ALL TOGETHER ROW
Brian and Nicola
icknadl kg and
secord From right]
with the Makhi team.

TerraVin's signature wines are a powerful
Hillside Reserve Pinor Mofr and TerraVin ||
i cabermet merlot malbee that schicves
seerningly impossible levels of ripensss and
concentration in  Marlborough's totally
wnsuited chimate, Hilliade Heserve Finot doir
i a great wing Terra¥in | I3 a mirscle
Anpother miracle is TerraVins botrytised
sauvignon blane — [4's the best of is tvpe I've
ever tasted, Like others im my [5st, Eaton has a
bove affair with his vinevard and his wines
thist borders on an obseisson. TerraVin i 4
preciows gem waiting 1o be discoverad

MAHI
Mahi wan developed by Brian Bicknell, a
ealerted winemaker who made wine for Errd
ruriz in Chile before metuming to New
Zealand 1o becams winemaker at Seresin, In
2L, while atill ot Sevesin, Bickenell began
making wine amler his own Mahl label = 2
reaction againgl the tremd o blend wines
from many sites. His experience inspired him
i focus on producing wines of texture ralher
than the fruit-bomb Marfborough sivles tha
dominate the market. His single-vinevand
wines are hand-picked and whole-clusier
jl:nml. Fermentation B achieved using
indigenouis yeasts. Pinst noir s hand-plunged
and, to date, has been bottled unfiltered,
hiahi produoces hand-made wines with
character ans without compromising qaalsy.
“Hney may noe vy oc ey to adoemvana,
bui ance you do, you'll leve them,

Until recenitly Mahi winies have beet mude
in I-'|Iu;r{|-ﬂnpii.' quantities. [n J0T Hicknell
purchased the Cellier le Brun winery.
Prosduction has increassd significantly and
guality pemains as high as ever,

YEALANDS

Peter Yealinds ha achieved the seemimgly
impoasible with convumemate ease. When he
began planting vines on a grand scale, many
Marfborough winemakers smirked into their
glasses of beer that e wouldn't last a year. He
dicl, amd mow has 1150 hectares of impressive
vimeyvards, most in the Awatere Villey. In the
proces, Yeslands Hoerally moved mountaing
He reshaped the terrain with bulldorens,
domng some of the work himsell An
announcement that ke was buslding a winery




GREAT MiMGS
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abnye: Pater Yealsno;
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Thaomas; Blackanhioch's
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